
 

May Update 

 

I hope you are enjoying your golf despite the strange weather, we should be entering  summer but still 

playing in snow and sleet!  

 

I’d like to provide you with an update on some key focus points and also to reflect on what we have 

implemented to try and improve your overall experience at South Shields Golf Club. 

 

Our men’s team season got off to a flying start at Heworth with a 9pts to 5pts win. The guys where well 

supported with several members turning up to either caddy or spectate. These matches are played at 

home and away and the team would really welcome your support if you can make any of the dates. We 

have a very strong team this year and it will entertaining and educational to watch. The next two fixtures 

are: 

Tuesday 11th Home to Wearside 

Tuesday 18th Home to Chester Le Street 

You can see all the fixtures on the notice board in the Lockers rooms near the office. 

 

Bar & Catering 

 

We took the decision that we would provide members with a full and proper bar and food menu when we 

re-opened, several you will have noticed whilst playing other clubs that their facilities remain closed. Our 

decision was helped by the November installation of the external decking which was arranged and financed 

through a sponsorship arrangement with Timberline & TM Timber Services, who also provided the starters 

hut all free of charge. We will shortly be placing wall mounted heaters around the decking and we will also 

be providing larger ‘cover all parasols’ in due course. 

 

We have improved the selection of draught beers from three to seven and also re- designed the food 

menu. We will continue to work on improving this further with lines such as Yorkshire Pudding Wraps, 

Steak-sandwiches and we will re-introducing the Specials Board in the near future. 

 

We are also pleased to announce, ready for the ‘hot’ summer weather, that we will introducing Minchella 

Ice Cream in the form of ‘Sundaes’ and ‘Three- Scoop Bowls’. 

 

We have seen some changes in the bar and catering team , please afford the new team members some 

patience and understanding. 

 

A new coffee contract through Rigo42 was arranged and this has provided us a far better-quality product 

for members and an improved contract arrangement. We have received some very favourable reviews of 

the quality and selection on offer. We are also keenly priced at £1.70 compared to local establishments 

who sell an inferior product for £2.10. 

 

Given yesterday’s announcement from the Prime Minister we are now planning the re-opening of the 

internal lounge and back bar on May 17th. We are assessing the new requirements which are not simple 

but we anticipate that this will allow the resumption of four/six chairs to a table but will still be limited to a 

maximum of 30 in any room at a time. 

 

A review of bar and catering services has been undertaken and early morning mid-week trade does not 

justify a full food and bar service, on certain days we were only taking £7 in two hours.  On this basis, we 



 

will be moving to revised trading times as follows, with extensions to 10pm for the bar as and when 

required: 

 

Bar - Monday to Friday 11am to 8pm 

Bar - Saturday to Sunday 10am to 8pm  

Catering – Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 12 to 4pm 

Catering – Wednesday, Friday 12 to 6pm 

Catering – Saturday, Sunday 8am to 6pm 

 

There have also been some cost price wet stock increases from the brewery which they claim is due to the 

Covid-19 impact across the brewing industry with international beer supply being particularly impacted. 

We have also been advised that there is further 3% to 5% increase due at the end of May. Whilst we will 

seek to absorb some of the increases,  we will have to pass some of these increases on within the retail 

price. This currently only affects three of the seven draughts we have. We will maintain the current 

member discount levels on bar and catering. 

 

Course 

 

Over the past months we have been updating the course and whilst we still have a new welcome and 

course information signs to go up. We hope you like the new course hole signage and tee markers that 

have been purchased so they reflect our local landmark ‘Cleadon Tower’. 

 

The new practise nets have been received well by members and have been a great addition to the offering 

at the club.  

 

Despite the snow, rain, freezing ground conditions at times, a lot of course work has been undertaken to 

improve the course set out in the Course Policy Document and the Course 5-year Development Plan. As a 

Club we are using these two documents alongside STRI (one of the world’s leading sports surface solutions 

providers) and Local Trusts to manage the course that is suited for both golfers and the environment. 

 

We all need to be mindful that Cleadon Hills is in a conservation area, parts of the course are legally 

recognised SSSI (Site of Specific Scientific Importance) in particular the grassland afront the 18th tees. 

 

Trivia Fact: Did you know that the Scottish Covenanters encamped on Cleadon Hills during the Battle of 

Bolden Hill during the Civil War in 1644 -     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Boldon_Hill 

 

Below are some of the other improvements and investments the club have made to the course recently: 

 

1. Investment in a new utility vehicle and sprayer to improve process on greens spraying 

2. Investment in a new ProGator tinning machine that will improve the process of greens 

maintenance 

3. New 9th white tee 

4. New 1st additional tee and tee area including starters hut 

5. 16th bunker upgrade that carries on from the bunker’s upgrades in 2019 on holes 1st / 3rd / 12th 

/14th  

6. Removal of hedge and trees to improve light onto certain tees and greens with a planned 

replanting programme in 2021 that was delayed from 2020 – this was recommended by the STRI 

7. Commencement of gorse planting 



 

8. Investment in new rollers for the green’s mower, again to improve the process of greens 

maintenance 

9. Investment in an Acid injection system for the sprinklers to balance the Ph level in the water and 

soil. Again, to improve the quality of the soil and the greens surfaces 

 

Golf 

 

In 2020 we invested in two new player entry PC’s and printers. These improved the player experience and 

gave members greater flexibility in entering comps and seeing results as we also integrated 

Masterscoreboard into the BRS App and extended competition times and increased the number of 

competitions for members. 

 

To provide a playing course more akin to the current playing characteristics of the course, we undertook a 

review of the stoke indices. We did this by taking a three years average of both Scratch and Bogey scores. 

We launched the new indices alongside the new tee signs at the beginning of the year. These have been 

extremely well received by most of the members and we will undertake a review of playing characteristics 

again at the end of 2021 to access the impact of the changes made to the ‘re-introduced out of bounds on 

16 and 18. The out of bounds were put in place to protect the heath and safety of members using the 

practice ground.  

 

To try and improve member participation in competitions and try to improve the pace of play on a 

weekend we reviewed and introduced a small change in which tees could be used, we received a number 

of communications in, and we have listened and have further reviewed the process. The following is what 

the Committee have concluded on and will remain in force for the foreseeable future. 

 

Weekday Golf 

 

All golf will be from yellow tees, unless it is a designated as a Mason Medal Qualifier or Calcutta or similar 

designated comp, when play will be of White Tees. The tee sheet will remain open all day for both 

competitive and casual golf. 

 

The objective of this exercise was to increase participation and get more members playing. Which has 

proved successful.  

 

Weekend Golf 

 

Between 7am and 1pm every Saturday and Sunday will be reserved for Competition golf and will be 

reflected as such on BRS and the Club will continue to provide competitions on both days. Play will be 

played from White tees and you have to play the competition organised.  

 

Before 7am and after 1pm will be classed as casual golf times and play may be from Yellow tees. However, 

members may enter and play in the day’s competition off Whites during these same times but they will 

have no additional standing over casual playing members. 

 

Visitors 

 

We brought forward the allowance for members to bring guests and from May 10th Casual visitors are 

permitted back onto the course. They will be given the opportunity of taking tee times not taken by 

members post 9.30am during the week and 1pm on a weekend two days prior.  



 

 

Members are advised that you can sign in a maximum of three guests during the same times as above, via 

the Pro Shop. No Visitor will be allowed onto the course prior to 9.30 during the week and before 1pm on a 

weekend. This is so that we ensure members can play in the prime time slots  

 

We have also limited the times and numbers for Golf Societies during the summer to reduce the impact 

these groups have on the prime tee time slots. 

 

As you can see there has been a lot of activity and investment over the past 20 months. All of which has 

been designed to improve member experience and make South Shields Golf Club the place to be. This can 

be seen in the full ‘capped’ membership and the growing waiting list of applicants from other clubs who 

want to come and join the Club. 

 

Thanks for reading and here’s looking forward to drinking inside after a game and watching some football 

or golf on the big screen kindly donated by South Tyneside Bathrooms and Kitchens. 

 

Play Safe, Stay Safe 

 

Tim Kent 

Club Manager 


